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I have been fortunate to be involved in teaching Biblical principles of finance for over 30 years. Additionally, 

I’ve had the privilege of counseling either directly or indirectly many individuals of all income levels. In doing 

so, I have found the following to be true:

First and foremost is the reality that all financial decisions ultimately reflect a goal, priority, value, and a spiritual 

conviction. To say it another way, all financial decisions reflect an attitude of the heart. It has also been my 

experience that people are looking for specific answers to specific questions without generally understanding 

their own heart but more importantly God’s heart. I constantly tell people that God does not need their money, 

but he does need their heart. In Matthew 6:19-24 it says... “where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”.

I believe that America is in a financial crisis at every level because we have too long ignored God’s principles 

of finance. There is much written about money- TV talks about money, and we are bombarded with billions of 

dollars of advertising every day, but there are very few models of financial responsibility. Very few churches 

are comfortable talking about money in its broadest sense. That being the case, the question is where do we 

go to move from overwhelming information to application? First of all we need a model. The “Seven Pillars 

of Biblical Stewardship” is just such a model. It begins where all money decisions should begin and that is 

“Discovering Your Worldview”. In other words, why are you here? And where are you going? We also need 

to define, in our own minds, whether we are owners or managers over what God has given us. If I could give 

one piece of financial advice and only one piece, I would ask the question “Who owns it?”. How you answer 

this question will determine the mindset for every financial decision that you make. It is therefore fundamental 

that you begin to think and act like a steward, trustee, or manager of someone else’s resources.

This book lays a foundation with the first two pillars but it doesn’t stop there. It identifies Pillar 3 as “Giving 

With a Purpose”. I have found that those who give generously are the most free financially.  Once again, it is not 

because God needs the money, but He does want me to experience financial freedom.

Pillar 4 is “Seeking Counsel and Advice”. If those you are listening to for advice do not understand God’s 

principles they cannot help you by with good advice because they are starting from the wrong perspective. 

Foreword by Ron Blue
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Foreword Continued

Are you listening to Godly counselors?

Pillar 5, “Providing For Your Family”, is essential to acting responsibly and begs the question, “Am I trusting God 

for His provision or am I attempting to accumulate enough so not to trust God? Big question!

The last two pillars, explore how wealth is created and then how to transfer it. These two actions are at the end 

of the life spectrum and answer the questions “Who are the next stewards, and are they prepared?”.

It is a privilege to write this foreword for a book, which I hope ends up in the hands of thousands upon 

thousands of people.

A WORD ABOUT RON BLUE

Ron Blue is the founder of Ronald Blue & Co., LLC. He is considered a successful entrepreneur in the financial 

services industry and an admired leader and speaker on the topic of Biblical financial management.

Ron retired from the financial planning firm in 2003 in order to lead an international effort to equip and moti-

vate Christian financial professionals to serve the body of Christ. His hope is that they implement Biblical wisdom 

in their lives and practices, resulting in financial freedom and increased giving by thousands of dollars by thou-

sands of Christians around the world. He is currently President of Kingdom Advisors.

Ron is the author of twenty books on personal finance from a Biblical perspective, including the best-seller, Mas-

ter Your Money, first published in 1986 and now in its twenty-ninth printing. His most recent book is Surviving 

Financial Meltdown co-authored with Jeremy White. He is featured in the popular six-part Master Your Money 

video series, produced by Walk Thru the Bible Ministries and used in over 5,500 churches across the country.
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Bob Barber
Bob has 30+ years of investing experience starting with real estate in 1984 and moving into stocks, bonds, 

annuities, oil, gas and managed futures funds in 1992. Bob is one of the pioneers of Biblically Responsible Investing 

started in the early 1990’s, which is aligning Christian principles, beliefs, and Biblical principles with an investment 

portfolio. Today he manages over 100 million dollars for 300+ households across the United States.  

He was also the founder and host of Christian Investors Daily (CID) radio program from 1998-2006, 2012. CID 

was heard daily, Monday through Friday, on radio stations in San Antonio, Austin, Houston and Corpus Christi. 

From 2005-2007 he was the President of the National Association of Christian Financial Consultants (NACFC). 

Bob continues to be involved in his local church where he has taught the ‘7 Pillars’ Bible study as well as other 

financial stewardship and Biblical world view studies.

He and his beautiful wife, Rachael, have been married since 1984. They have three daughters and two sons-in-law.

Pat Hail, Jr. 
Pat has 30+ years of ministry experience which include teaching (youth/adults), preaching (as an associate pastor, 

senior pastor and evangelist), administration (pastoring two churches in Arizona), witnessing (mission trips in 

Cuba, Mexico, Wales, and at home), and writing (articles published in New Man and Building Church Leadership 

magazines). Most recently, he was the Executive Director of Sola Scriptura Ministries, Inc. and the Pastor of West 

Greenway Baptist Church in Glendale, Arizona.

Pat is committed to discipling God’s pastors, people and churches about the importance of Biblical Stewardship. Pat 

has a Bachelor of Arts degree in Religion with a minor in Psychology. Pat and his beautiful wife Janet, have three 

children and one son-in-law, and currently reside in Cibolo, Texas.
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For His Word: God

For design:  Thank you to Rachael Barber and associates.  

For compiling and editing:  Thank you to Rosa Gandaria, Rene’ Broughton, Kirsten Taylor, Peter Banus, 

Ben DeBellis, Stan Young, Ron First and David Schmitt. 

The Lord gave me the original outline for the Seven Pillars in less than an hour. I realized when I looked up from 

what I had written that it was not me that laid it out, but the Holy Spirit.  From the outline I planned to create a full 

study, but quickly realized that I needed several Christian brothers to meet me at a place away from my normal 

surroundings to help finish it. “Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed”- Proverbs 15:22.  

A special thank you goes out to Sal Cadena, David Schmitt and Pat Hail, Jr. for meeting me in Corpus Christi, 

Texas for those three intense days of prayer, study, and helping me figure out how we would mold the 7 Pillars 

into a small group Bible study.

What you have in your hands today has been revised many times, but the original foundation of what these 

three Godly men helped me with is still here

Collaborators

Salbador (Sal) Cadena
Sal is a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ professional He graduated from Texas State University in 1987 

with a Bachelor of Science in Education degree specializing in Mathematics and Computer Science. For the first 15 

years of his career, he worked as a secondary education teacher in central Texas. He transitioned into the financial 

investment arena in 2002 and became a CFP® professional in 2008.

Sal serves as an elder at his church where he leads the Men’s Fellowship and a home Bible study group. He married 

his high school sweetheart, Patty, in 1988. They have two daughters and currently reside in New Braunfels, Texas. 

David Schmitt
David has 24+ years of management and leadership experience with the financial industry.  He was a Senior 

Vice President for Golden West Financial Corporation (Wachovia purchased GWF in 2007) in San Antonio, 

Texas.  David graduated from the University of San Francisco with a Bachelor of Science degree in Applied 

Economics. David has led numerous Bible and counseling studies over the last 10 years. He has led men’s 

ministries programs and currently serves on a Christian school board.  David has a beautiful wife Luann and 

two children. They reside in San Antonio, Texas.  
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Introduce yourself, make a name tag, write your full name on the class roster for each participant 

of the class (see Appendix E).

Open with prayer

Introduce yourself first and then ask each participant to introduce themselves with name, place 

of work, home, family members and what they would like to get out of the study!   

  If participants mention that they want to get out of debt, tell them that the principles  we  

  learn from God’s Word will provide wisdom and motivation to accomplish their goal.   

  While the study does not focus on the practical steps, it does touch on debt.  If they need  

  one-on-one counseling you can either help them or refer them to someone else.

Read through the Table of Contents and Pillar objectives.

Walk them through Pillar 1 and share with them their need to read all referenced Scripture passages 

and to complete all the questions.  Extra space is provided at the margins for their personal notes and 

application.

REMEMBER to facilitate discussions by asking follow-up questions to the ones noted in the study.   

For example, if appropriate, ask how they can apply the topic to their own lives with a specific 

example.  When asked a question, let the group answer it first, then be prepared to clarify and 

correct (in a gentle spirit). Avoid lecturing at ALL COSTS.

For groups larger than 12, you can divide them into groups of 4-6, ask them to compare notes and 

be prepared to discuss their answers as a team with the larger group during the review time.  The 

lead facilitator can debrief the lesson after each objective.  Make sure the entire group understood 

the key points of each objective.

In your own words, summarize the main points of the previous Pillar before you start the new 

lesson. At the end of each Pillar, summarize the entire lesson and provide an introduction into the next 

Pillar.  

Remind participants to begin each personal study time with prayer, asking God to reveal what He 

wants them to learn.

Close in prayer each week, asking God to show us how we can apply what we learned. 

Facil itator Notes

7 Pillars of Bibl ical Stewardship
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Pi llar 1
Discovering Your Worldview

1                                   
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PILLAR 1
Discovering Your Worldview

OBJECTIVE 1:  Understand A Biblical Worldview

1.  Read the following verses and list the elements you find with a secular and/or 

Biblical Worldview nature: 

Exodus 20:1-17  Hebrews 4:12-13 1 Timothy 6:3-6  
Galatians 5:16-25 James 4:1-17   1 John 2:15-17
Proverbs 3:1-10  John 10:7-10  2 Timothy 3:1-6, &  
            3:14-17

                  Secular Worldview        Biblical Worldview
      Interpreting  life based                                      Interpreting all of life
      on what I want.                                   through God’s Word.

notes/application

(1) IN  SUMMARY: A Biblical Worldview 
sees the world through a filter made by the 
scriptures. It points out truth and lies, light 
and darkness, eternity and the present.
A Biblical Worldview puts all our plans in 
the hands and will of God. James 4.

Ask: In a practical sense, what does 
following a Biblical or secular Worldview 
look like in our daily lives?

Defining Biblical Worldview:  

“A Biblical Worldview is a consistent 
application of Biblical truths and principles 
into all areas of life. That means that the 
Bible speaks to all issues that we face in 
every area of life: economic, political, legal, 
social, family, and educational, not just 
religious.”

By: Dana Tillman, Instructor and 
Adminstrator for worldviewclasses.com

2                            
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2. What we value defines our worldview and how we manage priorities. Our 

worldview directs the choices and decisions we make on an hourly basis. In 

your own words describe a Biblical Worldview. 

3. Based on what you have learned about a secular and Biblical Worldview, 

how would you describe your worldview?

(2) A secular worldview is all about me, here 
and now. Let’s not think about eternity. As 
Paul said: If Jesus did not rise from the dead, 
then let’s go party now (1 Corinthians 
15:32)! But He did rise and He points to 
absolute truth and absolute eternity. As 
Scripture says, “Every knee will bow before 
Him.”  Every knee, saved or unsaved.

Defining Terms according to 
The Barna Group*:
(3) A person most likely to have “a Biblical 
worldview was defined as believing that 
absolute moral truth exists; the Bible is 
totally accurate in all of the principles it 
teaches; Satan is considered to be a real 
being or force, not merely symbolic; a 
person cannot earn their way into Heaven 
by trying to be good or doing good works; 
Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth; and 
God is the all-knowing, all-powerful creator 
of the world who still rules the universe 
today. In the research, anyone who held all 
of those beliefs was said to have a Biblical 
worldview...However, that meant that even 
among born again Christians, less than one 
out of every five (19%) had such an outlook 
on life.”
*Barna Survey Examines Changes in Worldview Among 

Christians over the Past 13 Years

Wednesday, (March 6, 2009 )

www.barna.org 

(4) ANSWER:  God and His Word. All 
other resources can only illuminate His 
Word.  After all, He is the one who made 
you.

(5) ASK: Have you ever done something 
well for which people gave you praise? 
Our God who made us wants to receive 
praise when the objects of His creation do 
something well.  Look at David Robinson 
(NBA Hero) – he gives praise to God 
every time someone praises him. Millions 
of people have heard him give praise to his 
Father in Heaven.

notes/application
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OBJECTIVE 2:  Understand Your Life Purpose And What You 
Value 
4. Who is in the best position to give you purpose in life? What resources do 

you have to discover it? 

5. According to the verses below, what should be the goal of every believer 

and how might we know we are accomplishing it in this world?

Read Matthew 5:14-16; 22:37-39 
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6.  What temporary treasures do you have?  Why are these treasures 

important to you?  According to God’s Word, what type of treasures should 

you seek? 

Read Matthew 6:19-21

7.  According to God’s Word, what do you have to do before you have a 

deeper understanding of God’s will?  What does it mean to be transformed? 

Read Romans 12:2  

8.  How are we transformed?  

Read James 1:2-8 

Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17

9.  How do we know we are being transformed?  When we stop growing, how 

can we get started again? 

notes/application

(6)  LOOK for: They feed my significance 
and happiness (pleasures)

We have to obey Him. Do we value eternal 
rewards or fleeting pleasure here on earth? 
What we value WILL direct our actions.  
We have to value HIM more than our 
earthly significance and pleasures.

(7) Our flesh is always going to want more 
of what this world offers. We have to look to 
our God-given purpose. Exercising our faith 
grows our faith.

ASK: Why did you sit in your chair?  How 
did you know it was going to hold you up?  
Experience!

(8) Let’s look at James 1:2-8.  How is this 
process like sitting in your chair?

By the experiences of doing something 
over and over again until we do it right.

Read: 2nd Timothy 3:16-17:
Rebuild/Reproof = identify what is wrong
Correcting = right way
Training = practicing

(9) Our leader and teacher (God) always 
has our next lesson in faith ready for us.  
All we have to do is ask and hang on!

Obeying is a key measurement you can use 
to determine if you have stopped growing. 
The more you obey, the more you grow or 
stop obeying and stop growing.

4                         
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10.  How is fulfilling His purpose in your life connected with your world 

view, values and resources? What is our purpose according to scripture?

Read: Hebrews 11:1-13

11  When we obey and by faith act on God’s values, who is responsible for 

the result?

12. The Lord is very pleased when we take steps towards Him and not 

toward the world.  From the smallest decision to the largest, He is pleased 

when we choose Him over the world.  What would be some practical steps 

you could take to more closely align to a Biblical Worldview? 

 

notes/application
(10). Finding and fulfilling our purpose 
is the end result of living our lives with 
a Biblical Worldview demonstrated by 
how we use our resources here on earth. 
We illuminate God’s values through our 
motives and actions!

(11) God will not, can not, fufill His 
purpose for our lives without a Biblical 
Worldview!
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